ascertained by wrapping the bulb and lower part of
the stem of a thermometer in muslin, and, having wet-
ted the covered bulb with spring water, by observing
(as compared with a dry naked thermometer placed
side by side in the shade ) the amount of depression
arising from the cold produced by evaporation. These
hygrometrical observations have only been recorded
for two years.
The commencement of October may be consider-
ed as the connecting link between the rainy and cold
seasons.    T^ie   weather  during this  month combines
the good qualities of the climate of both  seasons, and
is altogether the most genial and pleasant throughout
the year.    The temperature  is cool and equable, and
there is an   agreeable   freshness in the air,  which is.
not experienced in the same degree at any other pe-
riod.    It reminds  the visitor of an European spring,
and forms a pleasing and striking contrast  with the
oppressive weather experienced at this period on  the
plains, and more especially on the coast.    During the
early part of the month, there is an agreeable alterna-
tion of cloud and sunshine through the day, with light
transient  mists  and  fogs,  and   occasional   passing
showers in the afternoon, and early part of the even-
ing,   succeeded 'by clear   and   serene nights.   The
winds  are  at this  time  somewhat variable ; but are
most frequently easterly, veering round to the  west-
ward in the evening.    As the month  advances, the
weather gradually assumes the more steady and cha-
racteristic type of the cold season.
The Hills, in October, are clothed with verdure
amid which  the variegated flowers of the   Curcuma*